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DIS History Marking Codes 
 

To help provide consistency and specificity of written feedback in History, the following 
codes have been developed to allow your teacher to quickly inform you of the strengths and 
areas for improvement within your written work. They can also be used by you and your 
peers when undertaking self-assessment and peer-assessment. 

Codes will be used to indicate the strength of those abbreviations below: 
 
/ (tick) - good 
~ (squiggle) - mixed 
X (cross) - missing 
 

General Literacy 

• P - punctuation 
• sp - spelling 
• gr – grammar (EG CL for capital letter) 
• pres – Presentation (headings underlined, clear hand-writing etc.) 

 

Habits and features of Historical excellence 

• EX – explanation / analysis of your points (? - Unclear idea) 
• CK – Contextual knowledge (facts) 
• J – Judgments 
• PROV - Provenance (the nature, origin and purpose of historical sources)  
• ATQ – Answer the question! (Focus on key word eg change, significance) 
• L – Link factors 
• Q – Quotes 
• T – A target that the teacher is setting you. This may require a short-term written 

response or be a more long-term goal for you to work on. These will be numbered and 
refer to aspects within what you’ve written. 

• STR – Structure (// = new paragraph) 
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Curriculum Overview: 

 
Y T1 T2 T3 

7 
 

Romans 
Islamic Golden 

Age 

Medieval Mali 
Ottomans 

Renaissance in 
Europe 

8 Tudors 
Age of 

exploration 

Empires 
(Mongols, Spain, 

British*) 

American and 
Arab slavery 

9 French 
Revolution 

Conflicts Dictatorship 
US Civil Rights / 

Suffragettes 

10 2.B3 Japan 
1853-1945 

1.3 Germany 1918-
45 

 

11  1.7 USA Divided 
Union 1945-74 

2.A4 Vietnam  

12 1 Global War 
Japan, Germany 

& Italy 
 

2 Authoritarian 
states 

Hitler & Mao 
Cold War 

 
IA 

13 3 Russia 1855-
1924  

TBC TBC 
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Y7 
● The Romans: 

○ How was Rome founded? 
○ How did Rome expand? 
○ What was it like to live in the Roman Empire? 
○ What was the Roman legacy? 

 
● The Islamic Golden Age (Why was the Islamic Golden Age 

'Golden'?) 
○ What was the Islamic Golden Age? 
○ What inventions emerged from the Islamic Golden Age? 
○ What was medicine like during the Islamic Golden Age? 
○ How has the Islamic Golden Age shaped the world we 

live in today? 
 

● Medieval Mali (How should we remember the Mali 
Empire?) 

○ How was the Mali Empire founded? 
○ How important was trade to the Mali Empire? 
○ How religious were the people of Mali? 
○ What is the legacy of the Mali Empire? 

 
● Rise of the Ottoman Empire (How did the Ottoman Empire 

change the world?) 
○ How was the Ottoman Empire founded? 
○ How did the Ottoman Empire expand? 
○ What was it like to live in the Ottoman Empire? 
○ What is the legacy of the Ottoman Empire? 

 
● Renaissance in Europe (How did the Renaissance change 

the way we create and think?) 
○ Why did the Renaissance occur in Italy? 
○ What advancements occurred in Science and Medicine? 
○ What did Renaissance Art and Architecture look like? 
○ What was the most significant Renaissance invention? 
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Y8 
 

● Tudors (Henry VIII-Elizabeth) (How did the Tudors change 
English society?) 

○ Who was Henry VIII? 
○ Why did Henry VIII break with Rome? 
○ What happened during the reign of Edward VI? 
○ What happened during the reign of Mary I? 
○ What was the Spanish Armada? 
○ What was life like in Elizabethan England? 

 
● Exploration (Why did Exploration occur?) 

○ What was the 'age of exploration'? 
○ Why was Vasco de Gama significant? 
○ Who was Christopher Columbus? 

 
● Age of Empires (How have Empires changed the world?) 

○ Who were the Mongols? 
○ Why did Spain want an Empire? 
○ Why was the British Empire known as the Empire on 

which the 'sun never set'? 
○ Why was India the 'Jewel in the crown' of the British 

Empire? 
○ Life in the Empires (What was life like in the Empires?) 
○ Why was tea thrown into the Boston Harbour? 
○ Life in India under British rule 
○ Why was there a 'Scramble for Africa'? 
○ How did the British Empire impact Australia? 

 
● French Revolution (Why did Louis VXI lose his head?) 
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Y9 
 

● Slavery in the Americas and Arab World 
○ How did Africans become enslaved? 
○ What is exceptional about the Middle Passage? 
○ How did people resist slavery? 
○ How was slavery abolished? 
○  

● Conflict through time (How has war changed the world?) 
○ Did the Crimean War have a significant effect on the 

world? 
○ How did the Boer War change warfare? 
○ WWI: How can 2 bullets lead to 20 million deaths? 
○ Why was the Empire important to victory in WW1? 
○ To what extent was WWI a total war? 
○ How fair was the T.O.V. on Germany? 
○ Was the fighting worse in WWII than WWI? 

 
● Rise of Dictators (Is a dictatorship an effective way to run 

a country?) 
○ What is a dictatorship? 
○ What methods do dictators use to consolidate power? 
○ What is society like under a dictatorship? 
○ How do different dictatorships compare? 
○ Do dictatorships solve problems better than 

democracies? 
 

● Rights movements (How successfully have rights been 
fought for over time?) 

○ What rights were being threatened? 
○ What methods were used? 
○ How successful were protestors’ methods? 
○ Is active or passive resistance more effective? 
○ What changes were made to society? 
○ What is the legacy of the rights movement? 
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iGCSE Edexcel Paper 2 

 

 
Paper 1 
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Paper 1 
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Paper 2 

 
Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in History Specification 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/History/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/int-gcse-history-specification.pdf
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IB Overview 

Paper One SL AND HL (20%) 

Which ONE 
prescribed subject 

will you teach? 

  

Choose one and teach 
BOTH case studies. 

Prescribed Subject: 

3. The move to 
global war 

Case study 1: 

Japan 

Case Study 2: 

Germany & Italy 

You must teach all 
bullet points. 

You must teach all 
bullet points. 

Paper Two SL AND HL (25%) 

Which TWO World 
history topics will you 

teach? 

  

Choose two and teach 
examples from TWO 

regions 

 10. Authoritarian States 

 

 

Hitler & Mao 

 12. Cold War 

 

 

TBC 

TBC 

You must teach all bullet points 
and select relevant examples 

from two regions. 

You must teach all bullet points 
and select relevant examples 

from two regions. 

Paper Three HL ONE region of the world ONLY (35%) 

Which THREE 
sections will you 

teach? 

Choose three and 
teach ALL bullet 

points. 

 12. Russia 1855-
1924 

  

  

 

16. Russia 1924-2000  TBC  
 

15: Diplomacy in 
Europe (1919–1945) 

OR 
18: Post-war central 
and eastern Europe 

(1945–2000) 

  You must teach all 
bullet points. 

You must teach all 
bullet points. 

You must teach all 
bullet points. 

IA (20%) 
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Y12 

● Paper 1  

 



13 

 
● Paper 2  
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 IA - Independent Assessment (20%) 
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Y13 
 

 
 

 


